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THE JEWISH CAPTIVES. 


“THE FURNACE FOR GOLD.” 


IOGRAPHY is the eflence and ornament of facred and 

profane hiftory:; for it delineates the actions of the moft 
diltinguifhed characters. It opens the cabinet of the Politician, 
and leads-us into the clofet of the Chriftian, and difplays his 
heart. 

As every reader of the fcriptures is deeply imprefled with 
the conduct of Hanantah, Mifhael and Azariah, while captives 
at Babylon, we fhall attempt to afcertain the peculiar motive, 
which induced them to difregard the mandate of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, requiring their concurrence with the nobility and realm 
in dedicating the golden image. For, though the afpiring 
monarch, in confequence of being informed, by fome of his of- 
ficers, that the three captives had refufed to obey his com- 
mand, was fo highly incenfed, that he ordered them imme- 
diately before him, and declared with a fovereign, haughty 
tone, that they fhould be inftantly caft into the burning furnace, 
if ‘they refufed again, at the token of public mufic; yet the 
royal captives remained fixed and inflexible. For Shadrach, 
Mefhach and Abednego -unitedly anfwered and faid to the 
king, *O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to anfwer thee 
in this matter. If it be fo, our God, whom we ferve, will de- 
liver us out of thy hand, O king. But if not, [admitting the 
fuppofition, that he will not deliver us] be it known unto thee, 
No. 6, Vol. ITT. 32 O king, 
























Se eats : £ 

















162 The Fewish Captives. [Wov-. 


© king, we will not ferve thy gods, nor worfhip the golden 
image, which thou haft fet up.” How diftinguifhed and ne- 
ble the refolution of the young men! For while they addreff- 
ed his majefty in the molt loyal manner, they confidered them- 
felves the fubjects of the King of kings, and difregarded‘ death 
in the moft dreadful form. 

ey: therefore, the fublime principle, by which the 
princely captives were influenced, will be entertaining to the 
moft informed minds, and interefting to young perfons, who 
have not-examined the paflage with fufficient attention. 

By impartially furveying and examining the peculiar circum- 
ftances with which they were furrounded, we fhall with great- 
er facility and correétnefs develope their principal motive, and 
afcertain their real character. For though men in many cir- 
cumltances deceive us, yet there are fome citcumftances fur- 
rounding them, which are proof againit the poflibility of de- 
ception or impofition. -The infpired narrative of thefe young 
men, we think, prefents a criterion of this defcription. ‘ By 
their fruits ye fhall know them.” 

1. We have no reafon to conclude that thefe young men re- 
fufed to comply with the royal mandate on the principle of be- 
ing treated with any perfonal neglect or degradation by the 
king, in their captive ftate. All captives of every defcription 
have their claims of attention and generofity on their matters. 
To neglect, degrade or opprefs feedle, defencelefs captives, is 
unworthy of princes in a fpecial manner. On this principle 
Nebuchadnezzar gave them no occafion to refent his conduct, 
by refufing to concur in the dedication of his image. For as 
foon as the Jewifh prifoners were fecured, at Babylon, and nec- 
eflary arrangements and diltributions were made relative to the 
fignal conqueft, Nebuchadnezzar directed a proper officer to 
attend, and felect a number of the beft geniafes from the royal 
captives, with 2 view to give them the.belt advantages of a lib- 
eral education. The edict runs thus: “ And the king fpake to 
Afhpenaz, that he fhould bring certain of the children. rf Ifra- 
el, na of the king’s feed, and pr inces, in whom was no blemith, 
and fkilful in all wifdom, and cunning in knowledge, and un- 
derftanding in fcience, and fuch as had ability to Rand in the 
palace, to whom they might teach the learning and tongue of 
the Chaldeans.” 

The edi& was flattering, it muft be confefled, to princely 
blood. Young perfons of family diftinétion expect and are 
pleafed with anfwerable attention. Daniel, Hananiah, Mifha- 
el and Azariah were elected, and accordingly committed to 
the authority of the royal academy. To facilitate their edu- 
cation every advantage was conferred, every attention paid ; 
and the defirable confequence was foon realized. For, “_— 
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ufual exhibition before the king and nobility, the Jewifh ftu- 
dents excelled. For it is faid, “ In matters of wifdom and un- 
derftanding,” that is, in philofophy, aflronomy, and other ufe- 
ful {ciences, ** the king found them ten times better than all the 
magicians and aftrologers that were in the realm.” 

With how .much honour did they complete their collegiate 
courfe ! They fo far eclipfed all their fellow-ftudents and other 
men of learning, that they engrofled the. honours of the infti- 
tution, and were juftly elteemed the Paragons of fcience. How 
pleafing the fruits of their education to young, emulous, and 
princely minds! But.thefe they were compelled to attribute to 
the king’s patronage and beneficence. By his politenefs they 
were felegétedfrom the multitude of Jewifh captives, and at his 
expenfe,they were carefully educated. Woyld not almoft any 
other young men have been induced by fuch pleafing concur- 
rences, in a ftrange land, to go .any lengths with his ma- 
jefty, rather than difoblige his feelings aad .countera¢t his ex- 
pectations ? But thefe young men.were proof againft. every mo- 
tive of the nature. In fhort, .inftead of any occafion to .refent 
the leaft inattention to princely captives, they had the greateft 
reafon to attribute the advantage of their education to royal 
clemency and .benignity. But, in the mid{t of academic fa- 
vours and-hanours profufely conferred by the king, they felt no 
inducement to gratify him by bending the knee before.his gold- 
en image. To this they.could not fubmit, however popular it 
promifed to render them before the attentive public. They 
were inflexible. ‘Their hearts were not like the hearts of the 
men of this world,,who love-the praife of men rather than the 
honour of God.; for the .waiting approbation and pleafure of 
the king, and the applaufe of the court and the furrounding 
multitude could not induce them to fall before the fplendid 
image. For in cafe of a refufal they had nothing to expedt, 
except human hatred and contempt, \inftead of human applaufe. 

2. Toadd luftre to the complex motive of felf-love, already 
confidered, which was calculated to fecure their compliance 
with the king’s mandate, it is manifeft, that inftead of being 
deftined to the hard and painful exertions of life, in the mid{t 
of neceflity, difhonour and diftrefs, like many other captives, in 
a ftrange land, they realized the pledge of much future honour 
and opulence. For fuch was the king’s partiality to them in 
confequence of fignal proficiency at the academy, that he not 
only enrolled them as citizens, but promoted them to fome of 
the elevated offices of ftate, and regiftered them in the book of 
honour. Accordingly fays the Scripture ; “ Then the king 
made Daniel a great man, and gave him many gifts, and made 
‘him ruler over the whole province of Babylon,” which was the 
xoyalfeat of government. After making Dapiel prime minifter 
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of ftate, he placed his three friends, Shadrach, Mefhach and 
Abednego over the officers of the province of Babylon. From 
this early effay of the king’s partiality to thefe captives by 
clothing them with honour, by girding them with power, and 
furrounding them with opulence, they had reafon to expect his 
permanent “patronage and fupport, efpecially if they complied 
with his mandate relative to the image of gold. 

What favoured mortals! How great the change in their 
condition! Yefterday they were captives; to-day citizens! 
Yefterday they were prifoners; now principal rulers! Then 
poer and needy ; now clothed with affluence, and poffetling ad- 
vantages to diftribute largely to the poor! Surely it was not 
the deftitution of royal patronage, nor courtly influence, nor 
the abfence of any of her alluring appendages, which induc- 
ed their refufal to gratify their royal benefactor ; for all thefe 
they realized; and in cafe of paying homage to the image, it 
was eafy and natural to expect and calculate on the continu- 
ance and the increafe of the king’s favour. While mvefted 
with official influence, while decorated with courtly honour, and 
crowned with royal favours, their future profpect of glory mag- 
mified and brightened before them like the rifing day. On the 
fide of their compliance with the king’s command, there was not 
only the fair promife, but the fair profpect of all the permanent 
honours, riches and enjoyments of the world. But all this glo- 
ry furnifhed no reafon for idolatry. Like Jofeph, ina cafe not 
the moft diffimilar, they could not commit fpiritual adultery, 
and fin againft God. But, 

3. It cannot be pertinently argued, that they were in no danger 
of lofing the advantages we have confideted in cafe of refufal : 
nor can it be denied that they actually preferred death in the 
moft terrible fiery form, before a compliance with the order of 
the king. For though the powerful defpotic monarch fwore by 
his gods, in confequence of their previous refufal, that if they re- 
fufed again, they fhould be inftantly caft into the flaming fur- 
nace, they yet perfifted in their refolution not to comply. For 
they faid with all confidence and inflexibility : “ Be it known 
unto thee, O king, our God, whom we ferve, will deliver us out 
of thy hand ; but if not, [granting that he will not deliver us] 
we will not ferve thy gods, nor worfhip the golden image.” 
They had ftrong faith that the Lord would deliver them : but 
on fuppofition he would not, they were refolved to fubmit to 
the influence of the furnace, rather than violate the fecond com- 
mand. The lofs of all the advantages of life, and of life irfelf, 
in the midft of the furnace, they confidered as nothing, compar- 

ed with the honour of God. The whole globe in the feale of 
motives was lighter than a feather. 
Other 
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Other congenial motives of felf-love, which concurred to in- 
duce the royal captives to eomply with the word of the kine, 
we need not enumerate: for they are obvioufly comprifed in 
the preceding articles of honour, dominion, riches arid pleafure. 


(To be continued. ) 
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To the Editors of the Massachusetts Missionary Magazine. 


GENTLEMEN, 

JF the following biographic narrative, taken from a European publi- 
cation, anc d founc ded in unqueftionable truth, meet your approbatio: ly 
it is wifhed you would give it a place in your Magazine. B. 


LIFE OF REV. EDMUND JONES 

HE Rev. Epmunp Jones, Jate minifter of Ebenez 

Chapel, in the parifh of Trevathin, South Wales, lived 
almoft a century, a faithful fervant of God, and the peculiar 
care of Heaven. He was born in the parilh of Aberyitwith, 
in the county of Monmouth, April 1, 1702, of poor, but pious 
parents, who knowing the worth of early inftruction, endeavour- 
ed to bring him up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
Their endeavours were not in vain. For they had the pleafure 
of feeing their beloved child made a partaker of the grace of 
God at a very early period of his life. Having obtained mercy, 
he was defirous of publithing the glad tidings of ialvation to 
others, and about the twenty-fecond year of his age, he began 
to preach the gofpel to the poor inhabitants of his native moun- 
tains. His generous labours were crowned with fucceis ; and 
to this day a {mall chureh of Chrift remains there, in fellowthip 
with which he always confidered himielt; vifiting it occafion- 
ally, as long as his ftrength would permit, for the purpofe of 
preaching and Chriftian communion. In the month of July, 
1740, he .was led by the providence of God to fettle in the 
neighbourhood of Pontipool, about eight miles diltant from 
the place of his nativity, as the regular paltor of a diffenting 
congregation, colleéted by his own mintttey. The place 
of worlhip where they affembled he called Ebenezer, on 
account of fome remarkable interpofitions of Divine Provi- 
dence which firlt induced him to undertake, and atterwards 
enabled him to complete the buildi ng. 'Vhere he continued to 
Jabour like a workman that needeth not to be afhamed, till 


death put an end to his ung and valuable life. 


Near 
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Near the meeting-houfe ftood the humble cottage in which 
he refided, fituated at the foot of a lofty mountain, and entire- 
ly furrounded with woods. The fituation of the place, and 
the venerable appearance of its inhabitant, would have carried 
the mind of a cafual vifitor back to thofe priftine days, when 
fimplicity and devotion were the diftinguithing chara¢teriftics 
of the difciples of the adorable Jefus. There, fecluded from the 
world, he pafled his time in meditation and ftudy, or in holy 
converfe with God; a privilege with which few perfons were 
more eminently indulged. Diligently bent on the improve- 
ment of his mind, he made no inconfiderable advances in ule- 
ful knowledge. There were few fubje@s which he had not con- 
fidered with fome degree of attention. With the hiftory of 
the church, and fuch articles as were more immediately con- 
nected with the great work in which he was engaged, he had a 
large acquaintance. ‘Though his circumftances were far from 
affluent, he had a confiderable collection of books, which were 
not the mere furniture of his library, but the conftant compan- 
ions of his retirement. There was icarcely one of them which 
he had not marked in the margin with his own hand, at the 
moft ftriking paflages. When his opinion of any particular 
book was alked, his anfwer indicated that he was perfectly ac- 
quainted with its contents. Whoever called at his abode 
would be fure to find good Mr. Jones engaged either with his 
book or with his God. 

Never was any man more highly favoured in a matrimonial 
connexion than himfelf. Mrs. Jones was a woman of emi- 
nent piety, and poflefled of {trong intellectual powers. In the 
apoftolic age, when poverty was no reproach, fhe would have 
been efteemed a Chriftian of a moft exalted character. They 
avere married when young, and their affection increafed with 
their years. To her he was a kind hufband ; to him fhe wasa 
prudent wife. They lived together in conjugal affection, com- 
forting and eftablifhing each other in the ways of God,.and 
mutually building themfelves up in their moft holy faith. 
What the good old man felt at the lofs of fuch a wife it is im- 
potiible for words to defcribe. Though fhe died about twenty 
years before him, he fcarcely ever mentioned her name but 
tears involuntarily flowed from his eyes. When contempla- 
ting the joys of heaven, he frequently anticipated the pleafing 
interview with {as he continued to call her) “ his moft beloved 
fpoufe.” I would not,” faid he, “ for half a heaven, but find 
ber there.” ‘The beauty of the marriage {tate was fo confpic- 
uous in this happy pair, and made fo powerful an impreffion 
on the mind of the late Mr. Whiteficld, when on a vifit at their 


houfe, that he determined upon changing his condition, and 


foon afterwards paid his addreffes to a lady in that neighbour- 
hood : 
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hood: but he had not the good fortune to find a Mrs. Jones 
in the object of his choice. 

‘To thofe who are acquainted with the depreffion to which 
minifters are fubject upon the leaft appearance of being flight- 
ed or neglected by thofe for whofe good they are continually 
labouring, the following inftance of her wifdom and tendernefs, 
in encouraging her dejected hufband, will not be unacceptable. 

It happened that a popular preacher, who occafionally vifit- 
ed that neighbourhood, preached at fome little diftance from 
Mr. Jones’s meeting-houle, on a Sunday afternoon. ‘The peo- 
ple, without intimating their intention to Mr. Jones, had the 
curiofity to follow the ttranger. He and his wife went as ufual 
to the meeting, and the time being elapfed, and no one attend- 
ing, his mind was filled with a thoufand fearful apprehenfions. 
At length, with a heavy heart, he exclaimed, “ What fhall I 
do?” ‘he good woman replied with cheerfulnefs, “ It is clear 
what you fhould do; we are within the promife, let us go on 
and worfhip God.” ‘They then began, and regularly went 
through the fervice of the place ; finging, praying and preach- 
ing ; and he declared he never enjoyed fo much of God in any 
public engagement as he did then: afligning, in his ufual plea- 
fant manner, this reafon for it; “ becaufe,” faid he, “ my whole 
congregation prayed for me.” 

No character, eminent for religion, knew him, by whom he 
was not highly refpected. Among his very intimate friends 
mutt be reckoned that mother in Ifrael, the late Countefs of 
Huntington. With her he maintained a conftant correfpon- 
dence, and whenever fhe came into Wales, the good old prophet, 
(for fuch was the name he bore) fpent fome time with her a: 
her college at Trevaca. His memory is ftill dear to many ot 
the ftudents in that feminary, who were witnefles of his undif- 
fembled ferioufnels. He generally preached once a day dur- 
ing his vifit. Indeed it was his grand object, wherever he 
came, to diffufe a favour of divine and eternal things. Who- 
ever was favoured with his company was always the better for 
it. He lived at the gates of heaven himfelf, and thither alfo he 
conftantly endeavoured to bring all his friends. 

His manner of converfation with young perfons was very af- 
fefting. How pleafing were the means he adopted to win 
their fouls to God! Frequently, when walking in the garden 
or fields, would he ftop and pluck a flower, defcant upon its 
nature, apply it to the ftate of youth, “ how beauteous, but how 
fading !’ then point out the neceflity of that divine grace which 
alone can enfure immortal beauty and eternal youth; and thus 

itrive to lead them “ from nature up to nature’s God.” Some- 
times he would weep over the depravity of mankind, and ufe 
the moft powerful methods to awaken the mind to a fenfe of 
everlatting things. 
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The writer of this memoir was prefent when he thus ad- 
drefled a young lady, “ Ah, my dear child, what a workman 
is God! How tair the human frame! What a graceful form 


he has given you ! How well employed would it be in his fer- 


vice, in advancing his glory! But thould this beauteous body 
go to hell, what a lois! how would the devils triumph!’’ 
‘Then he wept abundantly. So tender, fo engaging was his 
converiation with his young friends, that he was always belov- 
ed and admired by them. Indeed his whole deportment was 
fo graceful and fo pious, that he exemplified, wherever he came, 
the. beauty of holine/s. 

e never vifited a family but his tay was very fhort, if he 
had not opportunity afforded him of doing fomething for God. 
“‘ It is time for me to be gone,” he would fay, “I can do no 

good here, and why fhould I ftop when I cannot do good ?” 
At the houfes of his friends he expounded the fcripture every 
morning and evening ; and where circumftances would per- 
mit, he was very fond of what he called, /andifying our food by 
the werd of God and prayer, that is, by expounding half an hour 
after dinner, and concluding with brief and earnett fupplication. 
So devoted was he to God, that nothing was congenial to his 
mind but holy things. He was not only a wife inftructor, but 
2 poweriul interceflor. Many experienced the benefit of his 
prayers. ‘ As aprince he had power with God and with man, 
and prevailed.” A young miniiter, who had engaged to 
preach at his meeting, called at his houfe the preceding night, 
and found him fitting at his fire-fide in deep meditation. "As 
foon as Mr. Jones faw him, he faid, ** You are to preach at our 
reeting to-morrow, and I have been entreating God, with 
weeping and fupplication, fora blefling upon yorr labours.” 
The minifter, looking down upon the floor where he had been 
kneeling, perceived that it was wet with tears; and the unuiual 
liberty and comfort he felt in: preaching the next day convine- 
ed him, that the effectual fervent prayer of a rimhtecus man 
availeth much. One night his fleep was interrupted by patn- 
ful apprehenfions refpecting the fafety of a neighbouring minif- 
ter, which caufed him to leave his bed, and betake himfelf te 
prayer. Having wreftled much in his behalf, he returned to 
his bed. He foon wrote an account of this to the minifter’s 
wife, her hufband being then on a journey. ‘he letter being 
fhown him upon his return, he confeffed that at that very time 
he was in great danger, from which he was providentially and 
unexpectedly delivered. 
Unhackneyed in the ways of men, he never madea gain of 
godlinefs. He felt fomething of the fpirit of the f irprifing Lu- 
ther, who when a confiderable prefent of money was fent to 


him, together with the offer of a cardinal’s hat, if he would de- 
fit 
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fit from the work of the reformation, rejected them with dif- 
dain, faying, “ No, my God, I am not to be put off with fuch 
trafh as thefe.”” The foul of Mr. Jones was too heavenly to 
fatisfied with a portion in this life. His regular income feldo 
if ever, exceeded ten pounds per annum. His diftant frien 
together with a few kind neighbours, contributed occafionally 
towards his fupport. But from a fource fo precarious, it is not 
to be wondered at that he frequently wanted the comforts, and 
fometimes even the neceffaries of life. Our readers will proba- 
bly be furprifed to hear, that liberality was a prominent feature 
in the character of a man whofe circumftances were fo circum- 
fcribed. But, ftrange as it may appear, few perfons felt more 
than he did for the diftrefled, or were more ready to relieve them. 
Affluence is not neceflary to the exercife of. generofity. The 
poor widow, who had but two mites, in the fight of God put 
into the treafury more than the aggregate fum of all thofe, 
“‘ who caft in of their abundance.” Upon his fettling at Treva- 
thin, perceiving that God was blefling his labours, and that it 
was neceflary to erect a meeting to accommodate his poor 
hearers, who could contribute but little towards it, though he 
poffefled only forty pounds in the world, and had then no fet- 
tled income, he retained ten for his own private ufe, and molt 
nobly fubfcribed thirty. 

Mrs. Jones was a kindred fpirit, and equally happy in em- 
bracing every opportunity that offered of doing good+to the 
needy. Among other inftances of their kindnefs which might 
be adduced, the following is well attefted. Mr. Jones, being 
on a vilit when his finances were very low, had a fum of money 
given to him by a friend, at whofe houfe he was, with a view to 
enable him to purchafe malt, that he might make fome beer 
for his family againft the winter. Returning home, he hap- 
pened to pafs through a village, where there were feveral poor 
families, {ome of which were fick, and others in very neceflitous 
circumftances. Hearing of their diftrefles, he went into their 
houfes in order to addrefs fome ferious advice tothem. But 
his heart was fo much affected with the miferies he beheld, 
that he diftributed among them what his friend had given him 
to fupply his own wants. When he reached home, he foon 
acquainted his wife with what he had done; and fhe, with 
her ufual {pirit of complacency in every act of humanity, ap- 
plauded his conduét ; and, pointing behind the door, fhewed 
him that very quantity of malt which might have been pro- 
cured for the fum of money he had given away ; at the fame 
time telling him, that God had already repaid his kindnefs, by 
inclining the heart of a neighbouring farmer to make them a 


prefent of as much as they wanted. 
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The writer of this memoir was prefent when he thus ad- 
drefled a young lady, “* Ah, my dear child, what a workman 
is God! How fair the human frame! What a graceful form 
he has given you ! How well employed would it be in his fer- 
vice, in advancing his glory! But fhould this beauteous body 
go to hell, what a lofs! how would the devils triumph !’’ 
‘Then he wept abundantly. So tender, fo engaging was his 
converfation with his young friends, that he was always belov- 
ed and admired by them. Indeed his whole deportment was 
{fo graceful and fo pious, that he exemplified, wherever he came, 
the beauty of holine/s. 

He never vifited a family but his ftay was very fhort, if he 
had not opportunity afforded him of doing fomething for Ged. 
“It is time for me to be gone,” he would fay, “I can do no 
good here, and why fhould I ftop when I cannot do good ?” 
At the houfes of his friends he expounded the {cripture every 
morning and evening ; and where circumftances would per- 
mit, he was very fond of what he called, /an@ifying our food by 
the word of God and prayer, that is, by expounding half an hour 
after dinner, and concluding with brief and earneit fupplication. 
So devoted was he to God, that nothing was congenial to his 
mind but holy things. He was not only a wife initructor, but 
a powerful interceflor. Many experienced the benefit of his 
prayers. ‘* As aprince he had power with God and with man, 
and prevailed.” A young minifter, who had engaged to 
preach at his meeting, called at his houfe the preceding night, 
and found him fitting at his fire-fide in deep meditation. As 
foon as Mr. Jones faw him, he faid, ** You are to preach at our 
meeting to-morrow, and I have been entreating God, with 
weeping and fupplication, fora bleffing upon your labcurs.” 
The minifter, looking down upon the floor where he had been 
kneeling, perceived that it was wet with tears; and the unufual 
liberty and comfort he felt in preaching the next day convine- 
ed him, that the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous maa 
availeth much. One night his fleep was interrupted by pain- 
ful apprehenfions refpecting the fafety of a neighbouring minif- 
ter, which caufed him to leave his bed, and betake himfelf to 
prayer. Having wreftled much in his behalf, he returned to 
his bed. He foon wrote an account of this to the minifter’s 
wife, her hufband being then on a journey. The letter being 
fhown him upon his return, he confeffed that at that very time 
he was in great danger, from which he was providentially and 
unexpectedly delivered. 

Unhackneyed in the ways of men, he never madea gain of 
godlinefs. He felt fomething of the fpirit of the furprifing Lu- 

ther, who when a confiderable prefent of money was fent to 


him, together with the offer of a cardinal’s hat, if he would de- 
, fift 
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dain, faying, “ No, my Gi 
trafh as nt | 
fatisfied with a portion in this life 
if ever, exceeded ten pounds per ann 
together with a few kind neighbours, contri 
towards his fupport. But from a fource fo prec: 
to be wondered at that he frequently wanted the comforts, 
fometimes even the neceflaries of life. Our readers will proba- 
bly be furprifed to hear, that liberality was a prominent feature 
in the charaéter of a man whofe circumftances were fo circum- 
fcribed. But, ftrange as it may appear, few perfons felt more’ 
than he did for the diftrefled, or were more ready to relieve them. 
Affluence is not neceflary to the exercife of ener: The 
poor widow, who had but two mites, in the fight of God put 
into the treafury more than the aggregate fum of all thofe, — 
“ who caft in of their abundance.” : u pon his fettling at Treva- 
thin, perceiving that God was bleffing his labours, and that it 
was neceflary to ereét a meeting to accommodate his poor 
hearers, who could contribute but little towards it, though he 
pofleffed only forty pounds in the world, and had then no fet- 
tled income, he retained ten for his own private ufe, and moft 
nobly fubferibed ¢hirty. | 

Mrs. Jones was a kindred fpirit, and equally happy in em- 
bracing every opportunity that offered of doing good to the 
needy. Among other inftances of their kindnefs which might 
be adduced, the following is well attefted. Mr. Jones, being 
on a vifit when his finances were very low, had a fum of money 
given to him by a friend, at whofe honfe he was, with a view to 
enable him to purchafe malt, that he might make fome beer 
for his family againft the winter. Returning home, he hap- 
pened to pafs through a village, where there were feveral poor 
families, fome of which were fick, and others in very neceflitous 
circumftances. Hearing of their diftreffes, he went into their 
houfes in order to addrefs fome ferious advice to them. But 
his heart was fo much affected with the miferies he beheld, 
that he diftributed among them what his friend had given him 
to fupply his own wants. When he reached home, he foon 
acquainted his wife with what he had done; and fhe, with 
her ufual fpirit of complacency in every act of humanity, ap- 
plauded his conduét; and, pointing behind the door, fhewed 
him that very quantity of malt which might have been pros 
cured for the fum of money he had given away ; at the fame 
time telling him, that God had already repaid his kindnefs, by 
inclining the heart of a neighbouring farmer to make them a 
prefent of as much as they wanted. 
No 6. Vol. III. Cec On 
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On another occafion, as he was returning home over the 
mountains, from places where he had been to difpenfe the word 
of life, he accidentally met a poor creature almoft naked, and 
perifhing with cold. Such an object could not fail to work 
upon the tender iympathies of his heart. Having no money, 
he ftripped himfelf of his fhirt, and what other clothes he could 
fpare, and gave them to him; and after converfing with him 
about the itate of his foul, and commending the miferable ob. 
ject to God in prayer, he purfued his journey. As foon as he 
entered his houfe, Mrs. Jones was alarmed at his extraordina- 
ry appearance, aud haftily inquired if any thing difaftrous had 
befallen him. ‘The good man foon quieted her fears by recit- 
ing the particulars of what had occurred. -* You did well, my 
dear,” faid fhe, “ you have other clothes to put on; let us be 
thankful to God that we are not in the poor man’s circum- 
ftances.” , 

The fame meafure that he meted to others, was meafured to 
him again. Though he had nothing, yet he poflefied all things. 
He that clothes the lilies of the field, amd feeds the young ra- 
vens when they cry, never fuffered this good and faithful fer- 
vant to fink into defpair. As often as his wants occurred, he 
was favoured with a feafonable fupply. So vifible was the 
hand of God in raifing up friends to communicate relief to 
him, that even temporal bleflings, received in fo peculiar a way, 
refrefhed his mind as well as his body, being fignal proofs of 
the {pecial care which Divine Providence took of him. Dur- 
ing the adminiftration of the Duke of New-Caftle, a large fum 
was given to one of the members of Monmouthfhire to be dif- 
tributed annually among the diffenting minifters of that coun- 
try. Mr. Jones was one who partook of the bounty. But up- 
on the fall of that adminiftration the money was withheld, 
which reduced him to confiderable ftraits. It pleafed God, 
however, foon to fupply this deficiency. A pious minifter, 
who lived at fome diltance, without receiving the leaft account 
of Mr. Jones’s circumftances, felt an unaccountable anxiety 
concerning him; and fearing that he was in diftrefs fpoke to 
fome liberal’ friends, who enabled him to make fuch a remit- 
tance as foon diffipated thofe gloomy apprehenfions, which {o 
fevere a providence mutt neceffarily occafion. 

Mr. Jones loved fincere and good men of all denominations, 
but he never could endure the conduct of thofe temporizing 
profeflors, whofe avowed fentiments are always in coincidence 
with their fecular interefts. Such was his zeal for the promo- 
tion of the Redeemer’s glory, that when he was eighty years 
old, he travelled near 400 miles in North Wales, and preached 
twice aday. When fpoken to upon the hazard of fo long 2 
journey at his advanced period of life, he replied with cont- 

dence, 
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dence, “I fhall not die yet. No, I fhall live and labour for 
God fome years longer.” He continued abounding in the 
work of the Lord till within the laft year of his life, when the 
grafshopper became a burden, and the time of his departure 
was evidently at hand. It is not to be wondered at that fuch a 
man preavly rejoiced in hope of the glory of God. Being, afk- 
ed if he feared death; he anfwered with furprife, “I fear 
death ! No, I know too much of Jefus Chrift to fear death! 
It is in itfelf terrible, but 1 do not fear it.”” In that laft dnefs, 
which delivered his fpirit from the bondage of corruption he 
experienced the moft’ acute pain. He often told his furround-’ 
_ ing friends that dying was hard work fornature ; yet he never 
murmured. That religion, under the Thfluence of which he 
fo long lived, kept him fubmiffive to his heavenly Father’s will. 
But he was not merely fubmiflive, he was happy ; and felt in | 
_ death the energy of that grace which had frequently enabled 
him to glory in tribulation. When afked by a friend how it 
was with his foul ; he replied, “ The heavenly country is clear 
in view; there is no cloud nor fear between me and glory.” 
Though extremity of pain prevented his talking much, yet he 
frequently exprefled his victory over death, and his affurance of 
eternal bleflednefs. It would have been wonderful indeed, if 
God, who had fo remarkably favoured him for fuch a long fe- 
ries of years, had not given him fome ftriking difplays of his 
paternal regard ina time of the greateft need. According to 
his general condud, he gives thofe who live neareft to him the 
largeft communications of divine joy. Holinefs and happinefs 
go together. Dr. Young’s maxim is irrefragable. ‘ Io he 
happy is to be holy.” During the laft. twenty-four hours of 
his life, however, the conflict of nature was fo fevere, that it 
was with difficulty any of his friends could get refolution 
enough to witnefs the diftrefs of this dear and eminent faint. 
But before he departed his agony ceafed, and he became com- 
poled. Incapable of {peaking, he made figns of great joy 
and triumph by lifting up his hands, indicating as if he beheld 
fome great light—as if 





** The countenance of God he saw, 
Full of mercy, full of awe.” 


Thus died, in the ninety-fecond year of his age, a man, 
whofe memory will be blefled ; a man, who, all things confid- 
ered, probably left behind him but few equals. Such was his 
inflexible integrity, fo confpicuoufly appeared in him the image 
of his Divine Mafter, fo pure was his life, and fo amiable his 
manners, that the enemies of religion bowed with reverence be- 
fore him, and confeffed, * If there was a good man upon earth, 
Edmund Fones was one.” 
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Plain Reafons [Nov. 





For the MassacHusETTS Misstonary MAGazine. 


PLAIN REASONS 
FOR BEING A THOROUGH CALVINIST. 


HOUGH, in my younger years, I lived under the inftruc- 
tions of a pious, able Calviniltic divine; yet I had 
frequent opportunities of hearing his dodtrines called in quef- 
tion by thofe, who believed and withed to propagate the oppo- 
fite {cheme of fentiments. This led me t6 examine the argu- 
ments for and again{ft the Calviniftic fyftem with peculiar 
attention: and after a long and laboriaus inveftigation of the 
fubjeat, I am become a thorough Calvinift, and, among others, 
for the following reafons. 

1. I find the Prophets, Chrilt, and the Apoftles unani- 
moufly agree in teaching the doétrine of the divine decrees, the 
doctrine of the total depravity of the human heart, the doc- 
trine of the irrefiltible grace of God in the converfion of finners, 
the doctrine of juftification before God, through the mere 
atonement of Chri, and the dottrine of the perfevering holi- 
nefs and final falvation of all true believers. Thefe firtt prin- 
ciples of Calvinifin I find not only in a few detached all 
of Scripture, but through the whole facred volume. I have, 
therefore, as firm a belief that the Calviniftic fcheme of doc- 
trines is contained in the Bible, as I have that the Bible is the 
word of God. 

2. I find thefe Calviniftic fentiments to be entirely agreea- 
ble to the perfections of God and the nature of man. If God 
be the firft fupreme canfe of all things, he mult have fore-ordain- 
ed whatfoever comes to pafs. As an infinitely wife agent, he 
muft have formed in his own mind a complete plan of operation, 
before he began to operate. As an infinitely good being, he 
muft have formed in his own mind not only a complete, but an. 
abfolutely perfe# plan of operation, or a plan which would pro- 
duce the higheft poflible degree of holinefs and happinefs in 
the intellectual fyftem. As an immutable being, he mult ad- 
here to every part of his own plan, without the leatt deviation 
in a fingle inftance. As an omnifcient Being, he muft know, 
not merely his own perfections and operations, but the natures, 
the defigns, and the operations of all his creatures, which nec- 
effarily fuppoies that he has decreed all future events. For 
it is impoflible, that he fhould foreknow all things from eter- 
nity without evidence ; and it is impoflible, that he fhould have 
evidence of any future event, from any other fource than his 
own previous determination to bring it to pafs. While, there-- 
fore, I admit the natural and moral perfections of the Deity, 


I cannot 
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J cannot help drawing the conclufion, that he has abfolutely 
decreed and fixed the certain futurition of all events that ever 
fhall exift. 

His general decrees appear to be infeparably connected with 
his particular decrees of Eleéion and Reprobation. While I 
believe, that he has decreed al/ things, I muft believe, that he 
has decreed the number and charatter of thofe who fhall be 
finally faved ; and the number and charaéter of thofe who fhall 
be finally loft. : 

The final perfeverance of faints is a plain and neceffary con 
fequence of the dottrine of perfonal election to eternal life. So 
long as | believe this dostrine, I muft believe, that all, whom 
God has eleéted, he will eventually conduc to heaven, through 
the fanctification of the Spirit and the belief of the truth. 

That it belongs to God, to work in men both to will and to 
do in all cafes, 1 can no more doubt, than I can doubt whether 
men are dependent creatures, who live, and move, and have their 
being in their great Creator. Hengé I conclude, that if any of 
the human race are ever turned from fin to holinefs, and made 
meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the faints in light, 
they muft be fubjects of fpecial grace, or the fandétifying in- 
fluences of the divine Spirit. 

Thus it appears to me, that there is one connected chain run- 
ning through the whole fyftem of Calvinifm; and that all the 
doétrines, which compofe it, neceflarily refult from the perfec- 
tions of Ged, and from the charaéter and nature of totally fin- 
ful and abfolutely dependent creatures. 

3- I find no objections againft this fcheme of fentiments but 
what appear capable cf a fair and full refutation. Though 
fome have reafoned very ingenioufly againft the doétrine of di- 
vine decrees, and the other do¢trines infeparably conneéted with 
its yet all their reafonings appear to be built upon the abfurd 
hypothefis of a felf-determining power. 1 never could fo much as 
form a diftin@é and confiftent idea of this fuppofed power in 
man, any More than I could form a clear and diftiné& concep- 

tion of a being who is, at one and the fame time, abfolutely de- 
pendent and abfolutely independent. If men are the creatures of 
God, they muft be abfolutely dependent ; and if they are abfo- 
lutely dependent, they cannot poflefs a power of originating 
their own volitions, which is totally inconfiftent with abfolute 
dependence. Befides, the very fuppofition of their having a 
felf-determining power involves a plain abfurdity. It neceflarily 
implies, that their moral agency is founded in a power to choo/e 
to begin to choofe, or to have a choice before the firf choice. The 
acutelt metaphyfician cannot account for the firft volition in 
any feries of volitions, upon the ‘principle of fuch a felf-deter- 
nuning power, becaufe the very {uppofition implies, that se) fire 
volition 
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volition muft be without any motive. Now, if a felf-determin- 
ing power, or a power to act without motive, cannot be found 
in the human mind, nor fo much as conceived to be there; 
then all the reafonings built upon that ground mutft be entirely 
fophiftical and inconclufive. Let any perfon, while he is read- 
ing Locke, Clarke, and Whitby, only carry in his mind, that 
men are deftitute of a felf-determining power, and he will clearly 
perceive the fallacy of all their objections againft the Calviniftic 
fyftem. Iam much convinced of the truth of this obfervation, 
by the late outery againft Metaphyfics. Ever fince a late 
learned and ingenious Divine of our own, demontftrated the 
abfurdity of a felf-determining power in man, the Anti-Calvi- 
niltic and Semi-Calviniftic divines have raifed a loud outcry 
againft Metaphyfics, which plainly indicates, that, in their 
apprehenfion, Metaphyfics have done them much evil, or that 
fair and forcible reafonings have taken away the fole foun- 
dation of their whole fcheme. 

4- I find, by confulting ecclefiaftical hiftory, that there has 
been a fucceflion of pious divines, who have cordially embra- 
ced and ably fupported the Calviniftic fcheme of fentiments, 
amidft all the herefies and corruptions in the Chriftian world. 
This clearly proves, that when Catvin renounced the errors of 
Popery, he did not ftrike out a new fcheme of doétrines, but 
only returned back to the old orthodox fyftem, which had 
been the common faith of the pureft part of the church of 
Chrift. Hence the antiquity of Calvinifm carries with it a very 
{trong evidence, that it is the very fame fcheme of fentiments, 
which the Apoftles themfelves believed and taught. Accord- 
ingly I find I cannot avoid embracing Calvinifm, if I mean to 
tread “in the footfteps of the flock, and follow the faith, which 
was at firft delivered to the faints.” 

5- I can difcern no medium between thorough Calvinifm and 
thorough Arminianifm, If I admit what are called the five 
points in the Calviniftic fenfe, I muft reje& them wholly in the 
Arminian fenfe; or if I rejeé& them in the Calviniltic fenfe, 1 
muft become a thorough Arminian. The firft principles of 
thefe two fchemes of fentiment are diametrically oppofite. 
And no man, I believe, can adopt fome of thefe firft_princi- 
ples, and rejeé& others, without falling into a plain incon- 
fiftency and abfurdity. As for myfelf, 1 can fee no half-way 
between Calvinifm and Arminianifm. I can find no reafon for 
being either a moderate Calvinift, or a moderate Arminian. 
Thorough Arminianifm appears to me to be confiftent with itfelf, 
but-not with Scripture. Thorough Calvinifm appears to me to 
be, not only confiftent with itfelf, but alfo with Scripture. _ For 
this reafon, I prefer Calvinifm to Arminianifm, and to every 
other icheme of fentiments that ever came to my knowledge. 
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6. I ama thorough Calvinift, becaufe it appears to me, 
that Calvinifm is the beft prefervative againft the moft fatal 
errors, which have ever been propagated in the Chriftian 
world. I never knew a thorough Calvinift; and I never read 
of a thorough Calvinift, who was either an Arian, or a Soci- 
nian, or a Unitarian, or a Univerfalift. Let Calviniftic prin- 
ciples be carried to their fulllength and breadth, and they will 
enable a man to fee, and, in his own mind, to refute all the 
falfe {chemes of religion that can be propofed to-his confidera- 
tion and acceptance. But let a man renounce Calvinifm, and 
he will find his way open to every falfe and dangerous do¢trine. 
This has often been found true by experience. I might men- 
tion many inftances, but one is fufficient. Cuuss, who was 
able to reafon and to write, with great perfpicuity, firft be- 
came an Arminian, then an Arian, then a Socinian, then a 
Deift, and finally a complete Infidel. If others, who have re-. 
nounced Calvinifm, have not gone to the fame lengths in error, 
it muft have been owing to fome other caufe, than any con- 
fiftency in the fcheme, which they finally adopted: For, it ap- 
pears to me, that there is not the leaft folid ground for a man 
to fet his foot on between thorough Calviniim and thorough 
Scepticifm. To avoid, therefore,” complete Infidelity, and 
every error which leads to it, Iam a thorough Calvinilt. 

PHILONOUS. 








A. LETTER FROM A MINISTER 
TO A MAN ON A SICK BED. 
Sir, he 


| RECEIVED a line this morning from———communicating 
a requeft, that I would come down and fee you, as 
being very fick, and wifhing to fee me. Circumftances would 
no how admit of it to-day, and it will be as difficult to-morrow. 
Poffibly I may be able on Thurfday or Friday, though I beg you 
would not depend uponit. From the nature of the meifage, I 
prefume, that your diforder is attended with fymptoms of dan- 
ger. Weare always expofed to ficknefs, and to death. If we 
have lived in any meafure as we ought to do, we have become 
familiar with thefe objeéts, and cannot be greatly arrefted by 
furprife. We are always on the confines of eternity, and we 
ought to live as being fo. What the ftate of your mind is in 
regard to God I do not know. If you feel that you are un- 
reconciled to him you muft tremble, It is a fearful thing to 
fall into the hands of the living God. The unholineis of unho- 
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ly creatures is fo oppofite to his nature, that it is impoflible they 
fhould be happy in his government. Their depraved affeétions 
exclude the exercifes of thofe graces of repentance, faith, hope, 
joy, and fubmiffion, to which the promifes of God’s gracious 
covenant are made. If you feel, dear Sir, and have evidence, 
that the love of God is fhed abroad in your heart, that you have 
that brokennefs of fpirit, which is the facrifice of God, that you 
loath yourfelf as a guilty and hateful finner, and that the falva- 
tion of the Gofpel as a holy falvation is all you defire, no doubt 
Chrift is precious to you, the everlafting enjoyment of him moft 
deflirable, and you have correfpondent peace of foul. Wheth. 
er your evidence be, that you are in the one ftate or the other, 
the fame all-important duties are immediately and conttantly 
incumbent upon you. If you have lived an impenitent finner 
to this day, O how prefling, how infinitely urgent is your duty 
to fink down into the depths of humble and ielf loathing con- 
trition before the bleiled Majefty of the univerfe, to cleave to 
Chrift as the way, the truth, and the life, affectionately commit- 
ting your eternal all into his hands. If you have done this at 
fomeé ‘previous period, you have been doing it all along, and 
muft do it ftill. For the life which Chriftians live here in the 
flefh, they live by faith on the Son of God. ‘* For them tolive 
is Chrilt, and to die is gain.” O then, dear Sir, whether a 
faint Or a finner, betake yourfelf to Chriit, reft upon him, weep 
before him, bind his name to your heart, caft all your cares up- 
on him, reft your weary head upon his powerful arm. Wheth- 
er you live or die, be his, Live here while you live wholly upon 
his all-fufficient fulnefs and tranfcendent moral beauty. Go into 
eternity wholly refting upon him. Love is the cord, too 
{trong for the efforts of hell to break, which binds the penitent 
foul to Chrift. Love fees in him infinite beauty. Remember 
that be your fins ever fo great or many, let your alarm run 
ever fo high, let the juftice of God in damning you appear 
ever fo clear, the door of mercy is wide open before you. All 
things are ready. Come to the full fpread table, which ever- 
lafting grace has prepared. I pray God to fupport your foul 
in the hour of trial, to work in you true fubmiflion, to lead you 
captive under the {weet dominion of recovering grace, and to 
lift your foul above fear, by rich difcoveries of unmixed glory. 
Blefled are they who truit in him. ‘That this may be your 
bleffednefs is the prayer of your real friend. 
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For the Missionary Macazine. 


OBSERVATIONS ON JEREMIAH XVII. 9. 
“ The heart is deceitful above all things, and de/perately wicked ; 


who can know it ?”? 


No. IV. 
(Continued from p. 179.) 


N the preceding numbers of this effay, the deceitfulnefS of ° 


men’s hearts, with relation to each other, has been confidered, 
and in feveral particulars, with relation to them/e/ves.- It has been 
attempted to fhew, that while they indulge the belief that their 
hearts are in a ftate of reconciliation with God, and are benevo- 
lently affected towards their fellow-men, in general, the reverfe 
is indeed the cafe. Thefe remarks have been made with par- 
ticular application to wicked men, or impenitent finners, in a 


fate. of moral fupidity. In this number, the felf-deception of — 


fuch characters will be confidered with refpect to the nature and 
performance of duty. | 

It is the character of the wicked heart to be oppofed to duty, 
or moral obligation. Hence wicked men are not willing to 
avail themfelves of light, to become acquainted, either with 
the extent, or the nature of it. They, of courfe, remain in a 
ftate of darknefs, and view the fubject as through a-glafs dark- 
ly. Their ideas are greatly confufed, indiftinét and erroneous. 
The very fhadow of duty, they miftake for the fubftance, and 
put works, which are dead, fot the obedience of faith. 

An external compliance with fome of the divine commands is 
not repugnant to the views and feelings of wicked men; and 
efpecially, as fuch compliance is contributory to the advancement 
of their reputation and worldly intereft. Hence, they are dif- 
pofed to. pay attention to, and externally regard fuch com- 
mands. Nor is it unlikely that feveral of the divine commands 
are thus regarded by many wicked men, although it may bring 
them no prefent fatisfaétion or advantage, from an expe¢tation 
of future good. Is it not often the cafe that they cry, Lord! 
Lord! by a public profeffion of religion; by receiving bap- 
ifm; by maintaining the worfhip of God in their families, and 
more generally in the fanétuary? In their commerce with the 
world, they are perhaps fair dealers, punctually difcharge their 
civil obligations, and conduc as kind and good neighbours, &c. 
No inconfiderable number of this defcription externally ‘per- 
form thefe aéts of religion and morality, and abftain from the 


commifiion of open immoralities in general. But do they 
No. 6, Vol. ILI. Dob belicve 
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believe shat they have not done their duty? However they 
will admit that they have not done every thing required of them, 
and perhaps nothing in io perfect a manner, as they ought : yet; 
is it not true, that they cherifh the belief, that they have, in 
fome good meaiure, done their duty, feryed God and their 
generation to the divine acceptance? 

How common is the obfervation, that it is the duty of fin- 
ners to attend the means of grace, and to perform the obliga- 
tions of religion and morality, in general, when nothing more 
Jeems to be intended than the external performance only. And 
when thus performed, is not fuch performance generally eftima- 
ted'as the real difcharge of duty? Is not the temper of the 
heart either wholly overlooked, or but very partially regarded ? 
Let it be but tuggefted that the duties of religion and morality 
may be externally performed, in their various branches, and 
yet, that the agent may have dene no part of his duty to the 
divine acceptance ; but have difobeyed the God of heaven, and 
greatly accumulated his guilt, how extravagant, and probably 
impious, would the fuggeftion appear to the minds of molt 
men! It is apprehended, that in general, they would reject 
the fentiment, not only as untrue, but, if believed, as preg- 
nant with very dangerous and evil confequences. But can this 
be agreeable to the diates of an enlightened mind and an im- 
partial heart? Would any on: view his neighbour as acing 
the kind and friendly part in ufing the language of courtefy 
and affection. to his face, were he to know that, behind his 
back, this fame neighbour was in the habit of loading him with 
reproach, calumny and reviling ? Would the tongue, though 
{moother than oil, charm and delight the ear, were it known 
that it endeavoured to difguife the bittereft motive, rankling in 
the heart ? Would any one confider his neighbour as under 
the influence of real benevolence im affording him afliftance 
and relief, under circumftances of pain and diftrefs, when he 
had every reafon to believe that, in doing this, his objet was 
to gain his elteem and confidence, and eventually to imjure, 
opprefs and deftroy him? Would he feel himfelf under any 
obligation to thank fuch a neighbour, as a friend and bene- 
factor? Or, were this fuppofed neighbour to render him the moft 
important fervices, without defigning it, and even contrary to 
his defign, would he be defervmg of commendation and praife ? 
Has he in either of thefe cafes performed an act of duty? The 
anfwer is obvious. Hecertainly hasnot. Yet he has externally 
{hewn himfelf to be a friend, and performed aéts of duty. But 
if offices of kindnefs and duty, thus performed, between man and 
man, are deferving of cenfure inftead of praife, can it reafonably 
be fuppofed that duty, in any cafe, is performed, acceptably 
to the omnifcient and holy God, when the heart is not truly en- 
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gaged in it? or when performed by impenitent finners, whole 
hearts are defperately wic bed 
Do not the f{criptures ot truth furnifh the molt plenary and 
unequivocal evidence, that duty is never performed, as God 
requires, when the heart is unrenewed? Dothey not affure us, 
that all the doings of the wicked are unacceptable and difplea- 
fing to the pure eyes of the divine holinefs? that their plowing, 
their facrifices and their prayers are fin, and even an abomi- 
nation, to the all holy God? Was the religions zeal of the furi- 
ous and afpiring Jehu ; ; the folemn falt of Ahab, when murder 
and robbery were the objects of it, and the courteous falutation 
of the traiterous Judas, to his Matter, acceptal ble and well plea- 
fing in the fight of that God, who will not be mocked, and who 
cannot be deceived? Did the Pharifees, of old, gain the divine 
approbation and acq»ptance, when, for a pretence, they made 
Jong penyerss and when, by punctually obferving the externals of 
religion, they acquired the good opinion of their fellow-men, 
with a view to put themfelves in a better fituation to devom 
widows’ houfes? By thefe, their performances, they certainly in- 
curred the divine difpleafure, and rendered themfelves deferv- 
ing of a more aggravated condemnation. Yet thefe fame 
Pharifees were prolably as {fcrupulous and as exa& in the ex- 
ternal performance of the religious rites and cerzmonies of 
their religion, as were the good mea of the Jewilh nation. So 
far are any outward obfervances, whether moral or religious, 
from being acceptable to the pure eyes of the Divine Being, 
when the heart is unrenewed by divine grace, that they are dif- 
pleafing and offenfive. ‘* Whatfoever is not of faith is fin.’ 
A man may give all his fubitance to feed the poor, and yet be 
deftitute of charity, a ftranger to the love of God, and the love 
of man. Indeed, nothing is performed to divine acceptance 
when the heart is not engaged and right with God. Per- 
formance of duty confifts in exercifes of the heart, and ftri@ly 
{peaking, in thefe only. Agreeably we find the divine com- 
mands directed to the heart or inner man. Repent; believe 
on the Lord Jefus Chrift; be ye reconciled to God ; love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart; circumcife the forefkin of 
your hearts; make to yourfelves a new heart and a new fpir- 
it, &c. How are thefe, and fimilar injunctions to be compli- 
ed with? moft certainly by inward exercifes, the exercifes of 
the heart, and thefe of a peculiar defcription. If thefe be 
wanting, no outward doings would be of any avail. Neither 
external circumcifion availeth any thing, nor uncircumcifion, 
but a new creature, or fuitable exercifes of heart. This idea is 
further illuftrated and more fully eftablifhed by that declara- 
tion, the truth of which is not to be quettioned, “ love is the ful- 
filling of the law.”” But where is this holy and heavenly af- 
fection 
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fection to be found? Is it not to be found in the heart ? Exter- 
nal actions may, indeed, be an evidence of love; but the affec- 
tion itfelf exifts only in the inner man of the foul. Since, then, 
love is the fulfilling of the law, the nature of obedience or duty 
is to be found in internal exercife, and ftrictly {peaking in nothing 
elfe. Agreeably true religion feems to be reprefented under 
the metaphor of hidden manna, and of a white ftone with a 
new name infcribed upon it, with which none is acquainted, 
and which none can fee, but the receiver only. 

But notwithitanding the nature of duty or genuine obedience 
is to be found in inward exercife, yet it is to be obferved, as a 
matter of much importance, that external performances of re- 
ligion and morality are not to be efteemed as things indifferent. 
Viewing them in pet" proper light, and placing them where 
they ‘ought to be placed, it is not to be feared thar they will be 
held in too high eitimn Hitior: Thefe external aétions, although 
the fhadow (fo to fpeak) of genuine duty or gofpel obedience, 
will, in all ordinary cafes, as naturally follow fuch duty or obe- 
dience, as a fhadow the human body, when moving in the rays 
of the fun. They, therefore, who obey the divine commands 
from the heart, will manifeft this by external works or expref- 
fions of obedience. Nor let any too fanguinely indulge the be- 
lief, that they perform duty heartily as to the Lord, unlefs they 
exhibit correfpondent expreflions of it, in their vifible deport- 
ment. So important and effential are fuch expreflions to the 
Chriftian charater and life, that we find St. Paul thus addref- 
fing his fon ‘fimothy; This is a faithful faying, and thefe 
things I will that thou affirm conftantly, that they, which have 
believed in God, might be careful to maintain good works ; 
thefe things are good and profitable unto men.” Our Saviour 
in like manner obferves, ** lf ye love me, keep my command- 
ments.” Elfewhere we are affured, that “ if any man fay I 
know him (God) and keepeth not his commandments, he is a 
liar, and the truth is not in him.”? Here, external obedience 
feems evidently intended. ‘The general idea conveyed is, that 
the real performance of duty, in fpirit and in truth, will be man- 
ifefted by fuitable outward expreffions, and that they, who think 
and conduct otherwife, are under very great and dangerous 
delufion. ‘* Be not deceived ; God is not to be mocked.” 

The obfervations already made go to fhew, that while the 
nature of duty or obedience to the divine commands ts to be 
found in the exercifes of the heart, yet it will be manifefted by fuit- 
able outward expreflions. Let usnow endeavour briefly to deferibe 
the nature of thofe exercifes. With relation to repentance they 
confilt, not in withing that fin had not exifted, or that we had not 
been Rnaets ; ; not in alarm of confcience and dread of future 


punifhment; . 
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unifhment ; but in hatred and abhorrence of fin; in felf- 
Sohal and condemnation, on account of it, or becaufe it 1s in 
its nature infinitely unreafonable and hateful; becaufe it is that 
abominable thing which God’s foul abhorreth ; becaufe it is 
defiling to our own fouls, and keeps us from that love and en- 
joy ment of God, which we fhould otherwife realize ; and be- 
caufe it tends to the greateft mifchief, even the deltruction of 
the univerfe, and would produce this infinite evil, were it not 
that the Governor of the univerfe, who ts wife in heart and ex- 
cellent in working, overrules it to the accomplithment of a 
quite different effed. 

The exercife of faith, which conftitutes duty or obedience, 
confiits not only in a firm perfuafion that the Bible is a revela- 
tion from God, but in the affent of the heart to all its doctrines 
and precepts, fo far as they are underftood ; in elteeming them 
all to be right, and in binding them to the heart; in loving, 
above all things, the character of God and the Saviour ; cordi- 
ally approving of the divine government in all things, and in 
depending on divine mercy for falvation. 

The new heart implies duty or obedience, as it comprifes the 
exercifes of repentance and faith, and all other exerciles of ho- 
linefs. Pofleifed of this heart, under a fenfe of our unworthi- 
nefs and guilt, we proftrate ourfelves low, as in the duft, before 
God, fhrinking as it were into nothing. We cherifh and exer- 
cife diffufive, univerfal and difinterefted benevolence. To- 
wards all beings we wifh well, and defire the promotion of their 
happinefs, fo far as may be for the divine glory and the great- 
eft general good. ‘The children of God, or thofe who appear 
to us to be fuch, are very dear and precious to our fouls. Our 
hearts are fo firmly united with theirs, by a bond of holy charity, 
as to admit of feparation by no event, not even by the event of 
death. In fuch exercifes is the nature of duty, of true obedi- 
ence to be found. Unaccompanied with thefe exercifes, no ex- 
ternal performance of moral and religious duty is the rea/ per- 
formance of it. It neither makes the heart better, nor gains 
the divine approbation. In the view of thefe obfervations, may 
the tyes of blinded finners be opened, that they may fee clearly ; 
that they may be convinced that they have never done a fingle 
act of duty ; and therefore, that all their paft condué requires 
repentance; and, that they may underftand duty, be reconciled 
to it, and be led cheerfully to perfor it. 

SILAS. 


( To be continued. ) 
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AN ORIGINAL LETTER. 


HERE was, my dear friend, fomething in your manner 
and countenance, at our laft interview, which has dwelt 
on my mind ever fince. Your former atteations, which I alfo 
marked, 1 attributed to the natural benevolenee. of your 
heart ; but your following a ftrayger, an o/d woman, of whom 
you knew io little, and whom you were likely never to fee 
again, to folicit her friendfhip, and intereft in her. prayers, 
ipoke a language beyond nature. Either my {weet friend has 
already chofen a God and Chrift to be her portion, and his 
love in her heart powerfully draws her to every one in whom 
fhe thinks fhe difcerns his image ; or confcious that this world 
cannot give her happinefs even in this life, and impreffed with 
the importance of that which is to come, fhe withes to caf in her 
lot among God’s people, that fhe may know the good of his 
chofen, rejoice in their joys, and become a partaker of that 
peace, which the Saviour bequeathed to his difciples, when 
about to leave them; “ Peace I leave with you, my peace I give 
unto you 3 not as the world giveth give I unio you. Jet not your 
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” 

Let me congratulate my friend which ever, of thefe be the 
cafe. If the firit, you have, or will foon have, a peace which 
the world can neither give nor take away. If your foul be 
diffatisfied with the,things of this world, and, tired: with difap- 
pointment, cafts a longing eye to the fountain of happinefs, t 
is the voice of that God, whofe name is Love, My fan, give me 
thine heart ; Come unto me, thou weary and heavy laden, and I will 
give thee reft. 

Be affured, my dear friend, if you could obtain all of this 
world that your heart could with for, you would find vanity 
written on the pofleffion. Nothing fhort of God himfelf can 
give happinefs to the foul of man, and exactly in proportion as 
he becomes weaned from the world, and his affections centre in 
him, is he in poffeflion of happinefs. But how is this to be at- 
tained? By God’s own plan, and no other. As many weary 
themfelves in vain, hunting the fhadows of time, fo many great 
philofophers, fenfible of this great truth, “ that God alone can 
fatisfy the rational foul,” alfo weary themfelves in vain, becaufe 
they will not feek the blefling in God’s own way. When the 
world by wifdom knew not God, it plea fed him by the foolifhne/s of 
weaching (what was efteemed fo) to fave them that believe. I 
thank thee,O Father, that thou haft hid thefe things from the wife and 
prudleat,-and haf revealed them unto babes, The Saviour faid, \Ye 
cvill not come to me, that ye might have life. No man can come to the 
Father, but by mz. Iam the way, the truth, and the hfe. wae 

top 



































1805. | Original Letter. 223 


the feriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life, and they te/- 
tify of me. The fcriptures teftify what our own hearts muit at- 
fent to, that human nature is depraved and corrupt, broken off 
from God, diftanced from him by fin, enmity againft him in his 
true character, oppofed to his holy law in its extent and {pirity- 
ality, dead in trefpaffes and fins. ‘“ O Ifrael, thou haft deitroy- 
ed thyfelf;’’ (blefled be God for what follows) “ dut in me is 
thy help”? The fame {cripture, which teftifies the mifery of man, 
reveals alfo has remedy, a remedy of God’s own providing, by 
which man may be reftored to the image and favour of God, 
and to that communion with him, which is life and blifs. God 


fa loved a loft world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whofoever 


believeth in him might not perifb, but have everlafling life. or God 


fent not his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the 


world through him might be faved. . And this is life eternal, that ye 
believe in him whom he hath feat. When man becomes convinced 
that he is loft, hopelefs, wretehed, lying at mercy ; and fubmits 
to that method of God’s own providing ; cafts himfelf on the 
mercy of God in Chrift; and, coming to him, refts on his free 
promife, him thet cometh to me I will in no wife caft out ; difclaiming 
all confidence in himfelf, or in his own works, accepts of God’s 
offered grace in God’s own way; he obtains a free and full fal- 
vation. This is the record of God, that he giveth unto us eternal life, 
and this life is in his Son, who of God is made unto us wifdom, rights 
eoufne/s, faniification and complete redemption. Believing this, ac- 
cording to his faith it fhall be. Chrift fhalk be in him a well of 
water, {pringing up into eternal life. He will fhed abroad his 
love into his heart, and according to his promife give him pow- 
er to become a fon of God. The Holy Ghoft, the Comforter, 
fhall be given unto him, to teach him the knowledge of the 
{eriptures, and to become a principle of holinefs in his heart. 
Then fhall he experience, that “ wifdom’s ways are ways of 
pleafantnefs, and all her paths are peace.” 

Then fhall he experience the bleffednefs of that man, whofe 
God is the Lord. Then is the way open for communion and 
converfe with God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft. If, my 
dear friend, l have made myfelf underftood, you have my view 
of God’s method of making his children happy, and I believe 
he will make us know that he is a fovereign God, and there is 
not any other name or method by which men can be faved but the 
name of Chrift Jefus.—But take nothing on my word or the 
word of any creature. Search the fcriptures ; read the firft 8 
chapters of the Romans, and the whole of the Ephefians ; ftum- 
ble not at myfteries; pafs them over and take the milk for 
babes ; pray for the teachings of the Spirit; and let me recom- 
mend to you the advice of Mr. Newton, in his Omicron’s letters ; 
lay not too much ftrefs on detached texts, but feek for the fenfe 
which 
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which is moft agreeable to the general ftrain of the fcripture. 
My dear friend, I am now old, and I hope have done with this 
world! but hare been young and drank deeply of youth’s 
choiceft pleafures. I was bleft with a man of fenfe, fentiment and 
fenfibility, who was my very firft love and lover, and that love 
ripened and improved with years. My children were good 
and healthy ; love, health, peace, and fociety blefied_our dwell- 
ing. I had alfo in early life taken hold of God’s covenant, 
taited his covenant love, and devoted myfelf to his fervice ; but 
very far was I from that nonconformity to the world, which the 
precept of the gofpel requires ; had 1 kept clofe to my covenant 
God, enjoyed his bounty with thankfulneis, occupied my talents, 
devoted my time to ufeful communion with him; had I 
watched and prayed againft corruption within and temptations 
without; the Lord would have directed my fteps, and held up 
my goings, and I fhould have continued to inherit the earth, and 
fhould not have been diminifhed ; but that was far from being 
my conduct. The bent of the natural unrenewed heart is ftill 
oppofed to God. The belt are fanctified only in part, while in 
this life ; the law in the members ftill wars again{t the law of 
the {pirit of life in the mind; the goodnefs of God, which ought 
to have been a powerful motive to gratitude, love and diligence, 
was mifimproved. I enjoyed the gifts, but forgot the Giver. 
Many, many flight chaftifements my dear, kind and indulgent 
heavenly Father exercifed me with ; many repenting feafons 
under his ftroke ; many manifeltations of pardon | received, 
and many frefh and folemn dedications of my heart, life, and 
fubftance did I make. But no fooner was eafe and comfort re- 
ftored, than my heart turned afide like a deceitful bow. My 
life, from 15 until the 30th year of my age, was a continual 
fucceflion of departure and backfliding on my part, chaftifing, 
forgiving and reftoring on God’s. He did not caft me off, 
but dealt with me according to the conftitution of his own well 
ordered covenant. Pfal. Ixxxix. Jf his children (Chrift’s) for- 
) fake my law, and walk not in my judgments ; if they break my sfratutes, 
and keep not my commandments + the on will 7 vi ifit t their tranfgreffi effion 
with the rod and their iniquity with ftripes. Never thele/s, my loving- 
kindnefs will I not utterly take from him, nor fuj-r my faith bfalni fs to 
fail. My covenant wil I not break, nor alter ‘the thing that ts gone 
out of my lips. This is the covenant made with Chrift, as “the 
federal head of all who believe, of which I took hold in early 
life ; my God kept me to my choice, and manifefted his own 
faithfulneis, and the ftability of his covenant. When lighter 
afflictions proved ineffectual, he at lait at one blow teok from 
me all that made life dear, the very kernel of all my earthiy 
joys, my idol, my beloved hufband. ‘Then 1 no longer halted 
between twe opinions; my God became my all. 1 leave it as 
my 
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my teftimony: He has been a Father to the fatherlefs, a Huf- 
band to the widow, the ftranger’s fhield, and orphan’s ftay. 
Even to hoar hairs and old age has he carried me, and not one 
good word has failed of all that he promifed me. He has 
done all things well, and at this time I am richer and happier 
than ever I was in my life. Not that Iam yet made free from 
fin, that is ftill my burden ; want of love and gratitude, indo- 
lence in commanded duty, felf-will, refting in the creature ; 
but my heart’s wifh and conftant defire is conformity ; the bent 
of my will is for God, and if my heart deceive me not, my 
God is the centre of my beft affections. It is by grace I am 
what I am, and the fame grace engages to perfect the begun 
work. This God is my God. He will guide me even unto 
death, through death, and be my portion in eternity. This 
God I recommend to my friend and this well ordered cove- 
nant ; this all-fufficient Saviour for your acceptance ; the Bi- 
ble for your guide ; prayer to God for his Holy Spirit to lead 
you to a knowledge of the truth as it is in Jefus. You defired 
an intereft in my prayers ; I both have and by God’s grace will 
bear you on my heart toa throne of grace, that the Lord him- 
felf may lead you to the fountain of happinefs. Accept of 
this as a teftimony of friendfhip, and believe me to be ever 
yours in love, 


‘ B. GRAHAM. 








LETTER 


From the Rev. David Smith, Miffonary from the Maffachu/ctts 
Miffionary Society, to his Friend in Salem, Maffachufetes. 


Leypen, ON THE Buack River, Serr. 12, 1805. 


Dear Sir, 


I PURPOSED to have written you a line feveral weeks ago, 
but can fearcely get time for neceflary writing in my jour- 
nal. My health has been fomewhat impaired by the extreme 
heat of the feafon, and the fevereft drought I ever faw ; but I 
am, by the favour of God, again in comfortable health. The 
ftate of religion, in this weftern country, is generally low this 
feafon ; but, bleffed be God, there have been precious fhowers 
of mercy in fome favoured piaces. I have lately {pent about 
three weeks at Verona, a young town between old fort Schuyl- 
er and Oneida Caftle. I faw there 50 or 60 perfons under the 
moft pungent convictions of fin, and deep diftrefs of mind. 
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About 31 have obtained comfort ; and thefe, in general, have 
given the mott clear and itriking cvidence of renewing grace. 
This Leltteem a large number for a /mall infant town in a fhort 
term of time. The work has been remarkably free from ex- 
travagant and wild out-breakings and diforder. Their meet- 
ings were folemn as eternity ! Some of the fubjects of this work 
were of the profaneft and moft audacious finners; and the 
fovereign power of God has been fo vifible that the mouth of 
infidels has been perfectly fhut. The laft Lord’s-day that I 
was at Verona, I preached two ifermons, baptized three adult 
perfons, admitted nineteen into the church, adminiftered the 
Lord’s Supper, and baptized eighteen children. There was a 
large aflembly, and it was a mott folemn and affecting feafon. 
At evening | attended a conterence, expecting to leave them in 
the morning ; but they importuned me to tarry one day long- 
er, and attend a conference with them, to which I confented ; 
and indeed I fhould have been happy, if I could have fpent all 
the year with them ; for thefe were the joyful and happy days 
of their efpoufals to Chrift. On Monday, P. M. I met thém 
in the molt engaging conference ; and at evening the relt. of 
the church came together, and I preached unto them till late, 
expecting to leave them onthe morrow. When they took their 
molt affectionate leave of me, they were all in tears ! 








To the Editors of the Massachusetts Missionary Magazine 
GENTLEMEN, 


TRUST that it has pleafed God, in mercy to my precious 

foul, to open my eyes, that 1 might fee my undone lituation 
by nature and by practice; and that he has given me a new 
heart, a heart to love him, and to keep his commands. And 
I do defire publicly to avow him for my God, and wilh to come 
to his table ; but 1 find many obltacles in the way, which I de- 
fire candidly to ftate, requelling your friendly counfel, that 1 
and others in fimilar circumitances may know what we ought 
to do. 


1. I have little, or no, evidence, that the minifter, whom I 
have hitherto fupported and attended upon, is experimentally ac- 
quainted with the truth as it is in Jefus. 


2. I can get little or no fpiritual nourifhment from his dry, 
formal miniltrations. 
3. The 














© Oe ~ 
Luer ies. 22% 


1805. | 





3. The church and minifter are not, in my view, faithful in 
examining thofe, who offer themfelves for communion ; nor do 
they deal with diforderly members according to the rules of the 
gofpel, church difcipline being greatly neglected. 


4. They allow and encourage thofe, who attend affemblies 
and card-parties, to take God’s covenant upon them, and te 
bring their children to the ordinance of baptifm. 


5. Their covenant and confeffion of faith are deficient and 
very inexplicit refpecting the fundamental doctrines of the gof- 


pel. 


The other denomination, with whom I could conveniently 
and confcientioufly attend upon other accounts, do by infifting 
upon plunging as eflential to baptifm, and refufing to hold com- 
munion with any, except fuch as have been baptized by plung- 
ing, lay an effeétual bar in my way, as I cannot in conicience 
comply with their views. 

The next neighbouring church is, I think, in a good degree 
faithful, and their confeffion is found: but they belong to an- 
other town, where it will be difficult attending with my family, 
and I could not there, as I fuppofe, have any right to vote with 
the church in the fettlement of a minifter. 

Should I join the church where I live, and any of them are 
of my fentiments, I muft to act conicientioufly take thofe fteps, 
which in all probability will iffue in a divifion; and,. as the 
minifterial contract allows of a feparation between the minitter 
and the people upon certain conditions, I muft endeavour to ef- 
fe& the feparation, and to have as foon as poflible the confeffion, 
difcipline, and minifter reformed, and brought to a conformity 
with the gofpel, that all jult ground of reproach may be remov- 
ed, and the wounds which Chrift has received in the houfe of his 
profefled friends, may be healed. 

Your candid advice is defired. H. U. 


P.S.  It.as admitted that all the exercifes of the unregener- 
ate are finful. Is it then right to put forms of prayer into the 
mouths of children? As I am not in all refpeéts wholly fatisfied 
myfelf, and as others boldly deny the duty of parents, &c. to 
teach their children forms of prayer, I with to fee the fubjeét, 
with other branches of religious inftruétion, difeuffed in the 
Magazine, and in the mean time wifh for your opinion. 


ANECDOTES, 
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ANECDOTES. 


OF A GENTLEMAN AND HIS GARDENER. 


GENTLEMAN wifhing to convey, together with a 

gentle reproof, a ufeful leffon to his gardener, who had 
omitted from day to day to prop a valuable fruit-tree, until it 
was damaged by a high wind, obferved, “ You fee, gardener, 
the danger of putting off from day to day the doing of any nec- 
eflary work. In this way, foolifh men defer their repentance 
from one day to another, entil in fome unexpected moment, the 
wind of death comes, and blows them into eternity. 





OF A LADY. 


A. LADY, who once heard Mr. Romaine, expreffed herfelf 
mightily pleafed with his difcourfe, and told him afterwards, 
that fhe thought fhe could comply with his doétrine, and give 
up every thing but one. “ And what is that, madam ?”’ ‘Cards, 
Sir.’ “© You think you could not be happy without them ?”” 
‘No, Sir, I know.I could not.? * Then, madam, they are your 
God, and they mult fave you.” This pointed and juft reply 
is faid to have iffued in her converfion. 





OF A JEW. 


A JEW went from Paris to Rome, in order to acquire a juft 
idea of the Chriltian religion, as at the fountain head. There 
he beheld fimony, intrigue, and abominations of all forts ; and, 
after gratifying his curiofity in every particular, returned to 
France, where he gave a detail of his obfervations to a friend, 
by whom he had been folicited to abjure Judaifm. From fuch 
a recital, the Chriftian expected nothing but an obftinate perfe- 
verance in the old worfhip; and was ftruck with amazement 
when the Jew acquainted him with his refolution of requefting 
baptifm, upon the following grounds of conviétion ;—that he 
had feen at Rome, every body, from the Pope down to the 
beggar, ufing all their endeavours to fubvert the Chriftian 
faith ; which neverthclefs, daily took deeper and firmer root, and 
mut therefore be of divine inflitution. 


IT 
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DUKE OF SAXONY. 


IT is related, that when a Duke of Saxeny and a good Bifh- 
op of Germany were at variance, the Duke fent meifengers to 
fee what preparations the Bithop was making, who, on their re- 
turn, told him he had made no preparations at all. The Duke 
afked, what fays he then? They replied, “ He fays, that he will 
preach the gofpel, vifit the fick, and be found in his duty ; and 
as for the war, he is refolved to commit the whole of it to God.” 
«© ©, then,” faid the Duke, “if he be of that mind, let the de- 
vil wage war with him, if he will ; for I will not.” 


a 


EFFECT OF PRAYER. 





FERVENT prayer has not only a tendency to draw down 
a divine bleffing on other means of inftruction, but when offered 
in the hearing of the perfons whofe good is implored, it is cal- 
culated to ftrike conviction into their minds, and awaken in 
them a ferious concern about their eternal interefts. Many 
facts could be adduced to fhow the beneficial tendency of focial 
prayer in this view ; among which the following is one. 

I have heard of a good woman, who had an acquaintance 
with a godly minifter, whom fhe ufed fometimes to entertain 
at her houfe, for the fake of his converfation and prayers. But 
fhe had a hufband who was an enemy to all religion, and there- 
fore had fuch an averfion to this good man, that he not only 
forbid him his houfe, but even formed a refolution to murder 
him. For this purpofe he one day went into a wood, where he 
knew this minifter ufed to walk for retirement, prepared and de- 
termined to execute his horrid purpofe. But hearing a voice, 
he ftood ftill to liften, and he found that the good man was at 
prayer. Still hearkening to what he faid, he found that he 
was praying particularly for nim, and in fuch a manner, that it 
fo melted him as to make him throw down his weapon, and go 
and caft himfelf at his feet, confefling his vile intention, and 
imploring forgivenefs both of him, and of God. ‘The confe- 
quence was, that he was a fincere convert, and an eminent 
Chriftian. 


ne 


—- 


FAITHFUL PREACHING. 


SINNERS cannot bear plain dealing, and when their dar- 
ling fin is ftruck at, their hearts fwell with indignation. “I 
hate him,” fays King Ahab, concerning Micajah, “for he doth 
not prophecy good concerning me, but evil.” When John the 
Baptift 
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Baptift came to touch on Herod’s particular fin, his beloved 
Herodias, then John’s head muft go for it. A profane gentle- 
man once faid of a godly faithful preacher, “ He divides his 
text like a {cholar, and follows his dodtrine like a logician, but 
the devil cannot {tand his appliéation.”’ . 








RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


- ' reem 
(From the Evangelical Magazine.) 


Extrad of a Letter from the Secretary of the German Religious 
Society, dated Bafil, Nov. 22, 1804, addreffed to the Direétors of 
the Mifionary Society, London. 


Fathers and Brethren, much respected and beloved in the Lord, 


HE tender ties of Chriftian friendthip, which happily fub- 

filt between us, and the fame grand aim for extending the 
Redeemer’s. kingdom, which we purfue, lay us under the pleaf- 
ing obligation ‘te inform you, in a few lines, of the lively con- 
tinuance of our brotherly regard andaffe@tion, and to add a 
{hort account of the prefent ftate of our Society.’ It could not 
but afford us the higheft fatisfaction, and fill our hearts with un- 
feigned gratitude towards God, to learn from your Miflfionary 
Tranfaétions, and from other communications, of our friend 
Mr. Steinkopfft, the pleafing fuccefs with which your efforts for 
the converfion of the Heathen have been attended, in feveral be- 
nighted regions of the world. Indeed, you have been privileg- 
ed to fee and to hear fuch things as you hardly could expe 
at the firft commencement of your Miffionary work. We refer 
chiefly to what has been accomplifhed in feveral parts of South 
Africa ;‘and to the affecting fight of Mr. Kicherer and ‘his 
Hottentots in your religious affemblies. Let us: affare you, 
deareft brethren, that thefe accounts have often contributéd to 
the ftrengthening of our faith, and the encouraging of our hope, 
which is the more echrable, as we are living in an age when 
iniquity abotinds, and the love of many waxes cold; and when 
we are often grieved by the contempt and derifion in which 
our adorable Lord and Saviour is held by many of thofe very 
men who are called after his name. | 
We do moft fincerely rejoice with you ; we blefs God for all 
the triumphs of his grace in the benighted regions of: Heathen- 
ifh 
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th idolatry ; we exult in every profpect of future fuccefs, that 
the everlafting gofpel fhall never ceafe to go forth conquering 
and to conquer; and we do molt heartily join the fongs of 
praife, which are offering up to the Lamb that was flan, by 
that great multitude which no man can number, of all nations, 
kindreds, people, and tongues, faying, with a loud voice, “ Sal- 
vation to our God, which fitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb !”’ 

We beg leave to add, that our brethren, throughout Swit- 
zerland and Germany, are actuated by ifentiments entirely cor- 
refpondent with our own. “This they teftify, not with words 
only, but alio in deed, by their gifts for the fupport of the 
Mithons, which prove the more acceptable to us, as all char- 
itable contributions are greatly impeded by the hard preflure 
of the times, the confiderable diminution of commerce, and the 
great {carcity of ready money. | 

We are very fenfible, dear Fathers and Brethren, that our 
efforts are very much limited by our fituation in every refpect ; 
and we readily affent to act but a fubordinate part in this grand 
work of Divine Providence. May our prayers, which we ceafe 
not offering up before a throne of grace, with equal humility 
and confidence for an abundant fuccefs of the Miflionary caufe, 
find acceptance in his fight! May our God anfwer our petitions 
for the profperity of Zion, yea, do exceeding abundantly above 
all that we afk or think! 

The fums we have collected in the laft year, we have chiefly 
employed for the fupport of the Miffionary Seminary in Berlin ; 
which already has proved a very beneficial inftitution, and 
which promifes increafing ufefulnefs for the future. There are 
at prefent twelve ftudents educated in it; three of whom we 
have had the pleafure to know perfonally, during their refidence 
in Bafil; and have recommended them to the Directors of the 
Seminary. We thall moft cheerfully continue in our co-opera- 
tions towards the fupport and enlargement of this Inftitution, as 
far as God {hall afford us both power and opportunity. 

As to what relates to our Society, we have been employed 
lat year in promoting the Redeemer’s kingdom within the 
{phere of our aétivity, both by printing our periodical publica- 
tions, and by circulating written accounts among the Members 
ef our Society, for our mutual edification and encouragement. 
Weak as we are, yet we clearly perceive the blefling of God 
attending our humble efforts. Our publications are not only 
read by individuals, but alfo by fmaller Religious Societies, of 
which we form the centre ; and they have proved, in feveral 
inftances, a fruitful feed, fpringing up by the facred influences 
ef the Spirit of God, to quicken dead finners, to roufe the dreary, 
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to ftir up the lukewarm, and to encourage fuch as are catt 
down, by the pleafing accounts from various parts of the king- 
dom of God. Lait year we printed 2500 copies of our month- 
ly publication ; and we have the fatisfaction of increafing their 
number for 1805. Having inferted feveral of your Miffionary 
accounts, which were moft favourably received by our readers, 
and being defirous to continue with fuch communications, we 
beg leave to requelt of you the continuation of the Evangelical 


Magazine and the MifGonary Tranfattions. 


ee 


JAMAICA. 


WE long fince intimated our hope, that the perfecuting law 
enacted in Jamaica, prohibiting the poor negroes from enjoying 
the confolations of the gofpel in public worfhip, would not re- 
ceive the fanétion of the Britifh Government ; and we are glad 
to find that it was, in April, 1804, difallowed by the King in 
Council. The draft of another bill, on the fame fubje&, was 
prepared, and tranfmitted to Jamaica to be laid before the 
Houle of Affembly in that ifland. The houfe, however, in 
December laft, pafled arefolution to the following effect :— 
“That any attempt to direét or influence their proceedings, in 
matters of internal regulation, by any previous’ propofition on 
what is under their confideration, is an interference with the 
appropriate function of the houfe ; which it is their bounden 
duty never to fubmit to.” 

The former a& being annulled, the pious people of Jamaica 
have quietly refumed their religious meetings; and we hope 
that Divine Providence will {till protect them in the peaceable 
enjoyment of their Chriltian privileges ! 


+ 


Extra& of a Letter from an Evangelical Ciergyman in Wales. 
Sir, 


“T AM happy to inform you, there is a very pleafing revival 
in fome parts of Wales. At Aberyftwyth, and in the adjacent 
parts, there are general and powerful awakenings among the 
young people and children. Some hundreds have joined the 
religious focieties in thofe parts. : | 

This work firft began at Aberyftwyth, in the Sunday-School 
there: in which two young men, under twenty years oi age, 
were the teachers. Soon after the commencement of the {cheol, 


botla teachers and fcholars came under ferious yeh, 
This 
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This work prevails at prefent over a large diftria, fifty miles by 
twenty. In travelling the roads, it was pleafing to hear the 
ploughman and the driver of the team finging hymns whilft at 
their work. Nothing elfe was heard in all thofe parts. This [ 
can teltify, with fatisfaftion -and joy.” 


+ 


. 
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UNTUTORED AFRICANS, 
Refident in the Weft End of London. 


THE Elders of the Scots Church in Peter Street, Soho, 
have granted for the above-mentioned object the ufe of the 
Meeting-Houfe on the Lord’s day, from nine to half paft ten 
o’clock in the morning, and from four to half paft five in the 
afternoon; and alfo on the evenings of Monday, Tuefday, and 
Friday, from half paft five to feven ; at all which times teach- 
ets will attend to affift them in learning God’s facred word, 
and to underftand the fundamental principles of the Chriftian 
Faith. The public fervice, on the Lord’s day, begins in the 
morning at feven ; in the forenoon, at half pat ten; in the after- 
noon, at two; and in the evening, at half paft fix. 


oe 


Account of the Eleventh Meeting of the London Miffionary Society, 
May 8, 9, and 10, (805. 


CHRISTIANS, who have not enjoyed the perpnege of attend- 
ing the annual meetings of this fociety,can fcarcely form an idea 
of the facred pleafure and delight which they afford ; and they 
may probably think that the accounts we publifh of them are ex- 
aggerated: but we can fafely appeal to great numbers of minif- 
ters, and other friends of the inftitution,who have frequented the 
Miffionary Feftival, either occafionally, or from year to year, 
that our reports fall fhort of the truth, and convey but a very 
imperfect. notion of the fpirit of love and zeal which animates 
thefe meetings, and which continue to attrac multitudes of pi- 
ous and zealous Chriftians to the metropolis, from all parts,of 
the kingdom. Indeed, if the great object of the fociety be duly 
confidered ; if perfons enlightened by the Spirit of God do but 
ferioufly refle& on the condition of five hundred millions of Pa- 
gans lying in wickednefs,—on the neglect of paft ages, in not 
attempting their converfion,—and remark the increafing con- 
cern of Britifh and wees Chriftians to refcue them, by the 
r 


preaching of the gofpel, from their wretched ftate ;—if we be- i” 
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hold hundreds of minifters, and thoufands of their people, affem. 


bling, day alter day, in the largeft places of. worfhip,—and lif- 


ten to the ardent prayers, the lively praifes, and the zealous im- 
preflive exhortations uttered on thefe occafions, we muft be ex- 
cufed if our language fometimes border on rapture. Cold, in- 
deed, muft be that heart, and infenfible to the beft affections of a 
Chriltian,which feels not itfelf deeply interefted in that generous 
aud difinterefted plan which embraces the whole world of ruin- 

ed finners, and aims at no lefs than extending to the ear of every 
child of Adam that precious name, which is 


“ Music in-the sinner’s ears, 
And life, and health, and peace.” 


The! fir meeting of the Society vias‘ heli cov 1 Wedsefday 
sry “May 8, at Surry Chapel. # 

On Wednefday evening the fervice was efetmndat at the ‘Taber- 
hace. 

On Thurfday morning, at ten o ‘clock, the members of the 
fociety 4ffembled, for the difpatch of bufinefs, at Haberdafhers’ 
Hall. This meeting was much more numeroufly attended than 
én any former occafton; and proved unufually interefting. 

During this fervice a ‘pleafing civeumitance was related: A 
miniiter m the country had taken occalion to read to his congre- 
gation the latt Circular Letter of the directors, including an ac- 
count of the converfion of four Hottentots in Africa... A young 


lady was much affeéted, when fhe reflected on her long enjoy- 


ment of gofpel privileges to little or no. purpofe, when the poor 
Hottentots immediately received the Lord Jefus as foon as they 


heard of him. -'This:led-her to her knees, in ardent fupplication 


for pardon and grace, which has iffued, it is fncerely hoped, in 


“her converfion toGod. We truft, this will encourage minifters 


to make known'to their congregations, from time 10: ume; the 
crane dealings of God with the heathen. : 

Inthe courfe of this. morning’s meeting, many important hints 
‘were dropped, by minilters.and other gentlemen, of a very ani- 
mating kind.. ‘A»fpiit of zealand harmony enlivened the 


whole, whichrendered this fervice far more imprefliveand inter- 
‘efting than ufual. 


On Thurfday evening the Society met at Sion Chapel. 
«| Atthe parilh-church of St. Bride’s, Fleet Street, a very nume- 
rous boongrepation aflembled on Kisteay morning. 


JETS ' ; ) The 


ee 


‘*’The order of the exercises, and the names of the ministers who led 
“inthe public services, in this and the other meetings of the society fur 
ppublic worship are omitted, as not being particularly interesting to our 
reagers, 
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The Mifionary Communion, which concluded the public fer- 
vices, was held at Spa-Fields Chapel. The whole of the place 
below was afligned to the Communitants ; but it being forefeen 
that this could not accommodate the great number for whom 


tickets had been iffued, the upper gallery was allotted to them 


alfo. .We.are forry to find that both thofe ‘parts of the chapel 
were found inadequate to the purpofe ; fo that many commu- 
nicants, and others, could not obtain admiffion. The number 
of perfons feeking to. enjoy this deiightfitl fervice, increafing 
every year, will, no doubt, induce the Socicty to engage a lar- 
ger place of worfhip for the purpofe hereafter. 

The Rev. Dr. Haweis prefided. The Rev. Mr. Kingfbury, 
of Southampton, delivered an introduétory difcourie. The ele- 
ments were diftributed by the following minilters: The Rev. 
Mefirs. Wilfon,. Buil, Paul, Kirkman, Taylor, Barker, Sloper, 
Bickerdike, Styles, Redford, Jones, Jackfon, Fowler, Gold, 
Evans, Legget, Scamp, Hopkins, Grey, Froft, Adams, Ray, 
Banifter, Hamilton, King, Lacy, and Sabme. Exhortations 
during the diftribution, by the Rev. Meffrs. A. Douglas and 
Steil. The Rev. Mr. Bunting prayed. 

Mr. Steinkopfit, Minifter of the German Lutheran Church in 
the Savoy, London, délivered an affectionate and impreflive 
Addrefs, particularly ftating the beneficial effects produced on 
the continent by the eftablifhment of the Miifionary Society in 
London. Among thefe were mentioned :— 

A much more general, lively, and active concern for the fal- 
vation of the Heathen : their converfion has become a far more 
prominent object of their fupplications ; not only in private and 
in families, but at public prayer meetings, fimilar to thofe in 
England, and which have been inftituted in many towns and 
villages of Switzerland, Holland, Germany, and Pruffia. Sums 
of money, larger or fmaller, have been collected in thofe coun- 
tries, and are {till collecting, for aiding the caufe of Miffions. 
Even poor people, widows, and children, have in many in- 
ftances joyfully contributed their mite. ' Some hard-working 
people have begun to lay afide every week fome part of their 
wages for this benevolent purpofe. He obferved, that on his 
laft tour to the continent, a widow in the French dominions, 
rich in faith, though poor in this world, entreated him to accept 
of a dollar for the benefit of the Miilions; though that dollar 
was probably her little all. 

Another benefit mentioned was, that feveral pious young 
men, ftirred up by the zeal of Britifh Chriftians, have confecra- 
ted their fervices to the work of Miflions. A Miflionary Semi- 
nary has been eftablifhed at Berlin, from which feveral prom- 
ifing young men have already proceeded to the work, _ 

‘ , ” Meflirs 
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Mefirs. Palm and Ehrhardt to Ceylon ; Ullrecht and the two 
brothers Albrecht, to Africa; Hartwig and Renner to Sierra 
Leone ; Mr. Schreyure to the Ealk Indies. —Mr. Frey, the con- 
verted Jew, received part of his education at Berlin, where 
there are now twelve Miffionary Students. 

"Mr. S. next adverted to the eftablifhment of the Dutch 
Miffionary Society, and the fending oui thofe excellent men, 
Dr. Vanderkemp and Mr. Kicherer; which may be juftly 
confidered as the immediate effect of the inftitution of the 8o- 
ciety in London. 

Another advantage mentioned was,—A very large field of 
acquaintance has been opened between Britifh Chriftians and 
thofe of the continent : communications, mutually interefting, 
have been made, which have produced a fpirit of union and 
brotherly affection, of kind participation in each other’s weal 
and wo, of reciprocal prayers, interceflions, and fervices of 
love, which did not before fubfift. 

There are, faid he, at prefent, thoufands on the continent who 
feel moft tenderly interefted in the profperity of their Englifh 
brethren ; and very earneftly pray for their Church and Eo 
{titution in the prefent momentous crifis. 

It will give fatisfaction to the religious public when I add, 
that, notwithftanding the great ne eat from Chrift. on the 
continent, there are many hundreds of truly pious and evan- 
gelical clergymen, both in the Lutheran and Reformed 
Churches, who, both by their preaching and living, adorn the 
doctrine of God their Saviour ; ; and who have formed among 
themfelves feveral Affociations, in order that they may be more 
clofely united with each other in their moft holy faith ; and 
that they may more effedually oppofe the errors of the day. 

This Addrefs made a very powerful impreflion on the congre- 
gation, and was concluded with an expreflion of the moft a tg 
tionate wifhes for the increafe of the kingdom of Chrift, and 
the fuller enjoyment of that communion of faints, which was 
fo fenfibly felt on this occafion. 

“ To thefe pious breathings,” faid Dr. Haweis, rifing from his 
feat, “let all the people fay, Amen.” A loud Amen fignified 
the heartfelt concurrence of the great aflembly ; and let every 
reader too fay, Amen! 

Mr. Jofeph Samuel C. F. Frey, a German Jew, who was 
converted to the religion of Jefus feveral years ago, and who 
has been educated for the minifiry by the Miffionary Society, 
under the care of Mr. Bogue, delivered an exhortation to the 


- congregation in a very impreflive manner: and particularly re- 


turned his thanks to the Society for the education he had receiv- 
ed at-their expenfe, it was truly delightful to hear one of the 
children 
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children of Abraham, from whofe heart the veil of unbelief has 
been removed, declaring, m the midft of Chriftian minifters and 
people, “ the great things of God.” We truft the Lord has 
raifed up Mr. Frey for important fervice, in bringing into his 
church many of the loft fheep of the houfe of Ifrael. We know 
not when the time, the fet time, to favour this people may ar- 
rive: it is our duty always to employ the beft means in our 
power ; and our hopes are enlivened by learning, in a Letter 
jult received from.Mr. Scholtz at Utrecht, that a Jew in that 
city, with his wife and twelve children, have become obedient 
to the faith, and defire to be baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jefus. 

The Rev. R. Hill concluded the folemn and pleafing fervice. 
by prayer. The congregation departed, bleffing and praifing 
God for the opportunity, and longing for the return of fo hap- 
py a feafon the following year. 

It having been frequently fuggefted to the Directors, that 
many friends coming from the country, and others to whom it 
is not convenient to make an annual fubfcription, were never- 
thelefs defirous of contributing to the fupport of the inititution, 
collections were made atall the places. On thefe occafions 
a new proof was afforded of the liberality of ferious people ; 
and we rejoice to fay, that the amount of the collections is at 
leaft 600/.: a fum that refleé&ts honour on the religious public, 
and affords great fatisfaction to the Society, as an additional 
evidence that they need not reftrain their exertions for fear of 
lacking pecuniary help. : 

A circumftance took place at Surry Chapel thatwas peculiar- 
ly affecting :—A poor man, whofe heart had been warmed with 
love to the fouls of the Heathen, could not pais the plate with- 
out dropping a token of his good-will; but having no money 
in his pocket, he put in his watch. The gentleman (Capt. 
Wilfon) who held the plate, entreated him to ftop and take it 
back; but the poor man was deaf to entreaty, and pafied on. 
The Directors, unwilling to deprive him of an article which, 
though of little value in itfelf, muft be of much to the donor, 
gave notice at Sion Chapel, that he was requefted, if prefent, to 
come into the veltry, and take it back, the Society being unwil- 
ling that fuch a facrifice fhould be made by a labouring man ; 
and adding, that fome wealthy friends had promifed to redeem 
it. The man accordingly came in, and modefily refumed his 
watch ; the value of which has been replaced by fome of. tlie 
Diredtors. This trivial circumftance affords.a fpecimen of 
that fpirit of Chriftian philanthropy which, we trufl, animated 
the hearts of thoufands who attended thefe exercifes. The gen- 
erous {pirit that induced the peoranan to give his watch, has 
inclined 
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inclined an unknown friend to fend a valuable donation to the 
Treafurer (which is hereby acknowledged) : a letter, in which 
was written the following line, . 


1 Chron. xxix. 16. 


enclosing a bank note, value 


FIFTY POUNDS. 


The paffage referred to is, “ O Lord, our God, all this ftore 
that we have prepared to build thee an houfe for thine holy 
name, cometh of thine hand, and is all thine own.” 

Thus is the Society encouraged to proceed in the good work 
which God has put into their hearts. It feems to be the gener- 
al opinion of our friends, that the tokens of the Lord’s graciots 
prefence were never more fenfibly obferved. The harmony 
that prevailed among all the Directors and Members, the affift- 
ance afforded to the minifters in their public exercifes, the fpirit 
of love and generofity fo fully demonftrated by donations from 
the country and colleéctions in town, the intimation that feveral 
more labourers are coming forward, and the univerfal pleafure 
and fatisfaction expreffed by ferious Chriftians at large, all unite 
in calling upon the Society to pay the tribute of praife to God 
for his great goodnefs hitherto difplayed, and to truft in him te 
crown the whole with the defired fuccedfs. | 








POETRY. 


-—2 +o 


6n the fudden Death of a gay, thoughtlefs young Man. 


BY A YOUNG LADY, 


N life’s gay morn, when health affumes the rein, 
With florid fmiles, and glows in every vein, 
Gay, thoughtlefs youth heeds not the fhafts of death, 
And madd’ning paftimes watfte his fleeting breath ; 
In idle dreams, by mimic fancy toft, 
' "The foul is funk, and all the man is loft. 
Difeafe invades, a fever blafts his bloom, 
’ Relentlefs death commands him to the tomb ; 
’ Who, with gigantic ftrides, and ghaftly mien, 
- Grimly fteps forth, and fhuts the gilded fcene. 
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Now view his once robuft and comely form, _ 
A lifelefs clod, a prey to th’ naufeous worm ; 
Lo! his fond parents all bedew’d in tears, | 
Sinking beneath the ftroke, and threefcore years. 
Silent and fad they hang the hoary head, 
And with flow fteps approach the much low’d dead : 
Then brokenly exclaim, with ftreaming eyes, 
Father of love, receive him to the fkies. 
See the kind brother, pierc’d with tender grief, . 
Scorns not to weep, but finds in tears relief. 
There’s the fond filer, with diforder’d hair, 
Her eyes refufe to weep—but look defpair. 


From this fad fcene, turn, turn your tearful eyes, 
And trace the foul up through aerial fkies 5 _. 
“To meet her doom, reluétant fhe afcends, | 
And with dire thrieks the vaulted- concave rends : 
Aghatlt, fhe hands, to hear the mighty God, 
Who worlds on worlds created aa a nod; | 
Whole anger burns with juft incented ire, 
Adjudge her over to eternal fire. 
“‘ Depart,” he cries, “ thou, who didft time employ 
In vanity, and idle {cenes of joy ; 
My mercies numberlefs thou didft abufe, 
My laws didft break ; a Saviour-God refufe ; 
Depart, I fay, with devils thou fhalt dwell, 
To fiery billows chain’d, and thy pavilion hell,” 


Think, O my foul, when thou muft too appear, 
And from thy Judge, the final fentence hear, 
Afcend to Calvary’s crimfon’d top, and view 
The facred fount which muft thy foul bedew. 
Let penitential tears increafe the flood, 

And give thy heart, thy foul, thy a// to God. 
Here will I hold, here fix my faith and love, 
And-wait my call to foar to worlds above. 


i 


Reficftions and Ejaculations of a dying Chriftian. 


THOU great Supreme, eternal Lord, 
Whom heav’nly hofts adore, 

Forever ftands thy facred word, 

Thy promifes are fure. 
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Grant.me once more, before thy throne, 
Thy mercy to embrace, 

Thy goodnefs and thy power to own, 
And magnify thy grace. 


‘The hour, the folemn hour is come, 
That dooms my flefh: to fall ; 
My Maker calls my fpirit home, 
I joy to.obey hiscall. 


Sharp is the confli& ; joy and grief 
Contend within my heart ; 

Strong are the ties, {weet the-rélief, 
Tis death, and life, to part. 


From life’s fad clofe, sw mortals fhrink,. 
But muft the tribute pay 3; | 

1 feel my vital {pirits fink, 
My pulfe forgets to play. 


Celeftial profpects open bright, 
My foul is on the wing ! 

May:Cherubim, array’d in light, 
Conduct me to my king. 


With faints and:angels I thall.join— 
But, ah! my fainting breath— 


To Fefus >I my:foul refign, 
y mortal part—to death. 


has 
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Lord’s-day evening, 10 o’clotk. 





